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"Living shoreline" means a 
shoreline management practice 
that provides erosion control 
and water quality benefits; 
protects, restores or enhances 
natural shoreline habitat; and 
maintains coastal processes 
through the strategic placement 
of plants, stone, sand fill, and 
other structural and organic
materials.

Senate Bill 964
Section 28.2-104.1

July 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The word living shorelines, at that time, was not in use and its definition wasn’t codified in Virginia until 2011 with the passage of Virginia’s first Living Shorelines Legislation.




. 

2011 Legislation - Senate Bill 964
• Established living shorelines as the preferred 

method for shoreline stabilization 

• requested VIMS to conduct a study of tidal 
shoreline management in Virginia and to 
recommend methods to streamline regulation, 
encourage living shoreline methods and 
recommendations to provide for the sustained 
protection of tidal shoreline resources.

• Created the framework for the development of 
living shoreline general permits 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Following the 2014 amendment, we finally had Virginia’s initial living shorelines rule of law that directed the Commission to establish and implement a general permit regulation that authorized and encouraged the use of living shorelines as the preferred alternative for stabilizing tidal shorelines in the Commonwealth.




2020 Legislation- Senate Bill 776
• Established Living Shorelines as the default 

approach to shoreline control unless the 
“best available science” indicates the site is 
not suitable for such methods. (Code of 
Virginia 28.2-104.1)

• Requires all wetlands applications include a 
“statement indicating whether use of a 
living shoreline for a shoreline management 
practice is not suitable, including reasons 
for the determination.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, let’s move on to the legislation passed in 2020.  SB 776 Requires the Virginia Marine Resources Commission to promulgate and periodically update minimum standards for the protection and conservation of wetlands and to approve only living shoreline approaches to shoreline stabilization unless the best available science shows that such approaches are not suitable



• Mandates Updates to the Commission’s Tidal 
Wetlands Guidelines 

1. Communicate to stakeholders and regulatory authorities that it is the 
policy of the Commonwealth to support living shorelines as the preferred 
alternative for stabilizing tidal shorelines;

2. Identify preferred shoreline management approaches for the shoreline 
types found in the Commonwealth;

3. Explain the risks and benefits of protection provided by various 
shoreline system elements associated with each management option;

4. Recommend procedures to achieve efficiency and effectiveness by the 
various regulatory entities exercising authority over a shoreline
management project.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The wetlands guidelines were last updated in 1993 and the concepts within them are still very relevant but were written prior to establishment of Virginia’s Living Shoreline definition.  



• The Commission shall preserve and 
prevent the despoliation and destruction 
of wetlands while accommodating 
necessary economic development in a 
manner consistent with wetlands 
preservation and any standards set by the 
Commonwealth in addition to those 
identified in § 28.2-1308 to ensure 
protection of shorelines and sensitive 
coastal habitats from sea level rise and 
coastal hazards, including guidelines and 
minimum standards promulgated by the 
Commission pursuant to subsection

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/28.2-1308/


https://mrc.virginia.gov/calendar.shtm

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To gather stakeholder input, we will also hold a series of workshops to allow for input into the development of the revised guidelines. Each workshop will have a group of invited panelists based on their expertise and involvement in the particular topic of that session, but each session will be open to the public.  The workshop tentative schedules are posted above.

I am sad to report, however, that our employee that was leading this effort, Rachael Peabody, has just announced that she will be taking a job with the Elizabeth River Project in early September.  So until we can get through the administrative requirements to fill her and another position we just lost via a retirement, VMRC’s progress with this effort will most certainly be stalled. We may very well have to postpone the workshops until we can get more help on board to run the daily regulatory duties that our Division is charged with. 

Unfortunately, the requirements to review approximately 2000 annual joint permit applications, conduct the necessary site inspections and attend the wetland board and Commission hearings to arrive at individual permit decisions takes a great deal of staff effort.  And we do this with a very limited staff.




https://mrc.virginia.gov/calendar.shtm


https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/tools/index.php

https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/tools/index.php


Application Requests for Riprap, Bulkheads
and Living Shorelines

(2012-2019)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To conclude my presentation today, I did want to share some current metrics that give you an idea of the public’s acceptance of shoreline treatments involving living shoreline designs…. These data represent the  PROJECT REQUESTS BY APPLICATION and do not represent the eventual permitted and/or constructed structures.

You can see that riprap remains the preferred shoreline treatment by the Commonwealth’s waterfront property owners.  The requests for bulkheads, which are largely replacement walls, are slightly less than the shoreline treatment requests that include a living shoreline design.  

In 2019, we rec’d application request totaling 9.2 miles of riprap, 5.51 miles of bulkheading and almost 6 miles of living shoreline treatments.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This table represents the public’s request for riprap, bulkheads and living shoreline treatments beginning with the passage of the initial living shorelines legislation in 2011 up through August 10th of this year.

You can see that 44% of the requests were for riprap revetments, 27% bulkheads and 29% included a shoreline treatment that involved a living shoreline design.



Questions??
wetlandsguidelines@mrc.virginia.gov

mailto:wetlandsguidelines@mrc.virginia.gov
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