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Where to find it?  Two Options

https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/wetlands_mgmt/handbook/index.phphttps://www.vims.edu/ccrm/ccrmp/index.php

https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/wetlands_mgmt/handbook/index.php
https://www.vims.edu/ccrm/ccrmp/index.php
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Landing Page
Left column for Navigation on all pages

9 Tabs or Sections

Project Partners 
Angela King, Virginia Coastal Policy Center
Clay Bernick Environment & Sustainability LLC

Funding Acknowledgement
Virginia Coastal Zone Management Program
NOAA

Includes many interactive lists & subpages

UPDATED to include new provisions



Sections

Background and Purpose: Why shoreline management

Laws and Jurisdictions:  By whom and under what authority 

Permit Information: Forms, database and complete application 
information

Being on a Board: Charge, roles & responsibilities

Conduct a Hearing:  Procedures, violations and emergencies

Decision Support & Technical Assistance:  Maps, Decision tools, 
Reports…. 

Restoration for Resilience: Restoration , funding

Compliance & Other Legal Information: Follow the permit process to 
the end

Know Your Resources:  Contacts, glossary, website map

Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Navigation
Panel



Background & Purpose
Why do we manage Tidal Wetlands, 
Beaches, and Primary Coastal Sand Dunes?
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Laws & Jurisdictions
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Permit Information
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Individual and General Permits
Link to the Joint Permit Applications JPA
JPS Required Information

General Information
Signatures
Appendices
Project Drawings
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act
Living Shoreline Statement

Permit Databases
Wetland Board Permit Fees
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Being on a Board

• Purpose of the Board
• Know your Role
• Be a Board Member
• Structure of the Board
• Procedures
• Board Decision Reviews
• Integration with Other Programs
• Training and Continued Learning
• Wetlands Boards
• Administrative Fees

Volunteer citizen advisory boards, such as local wetlands boards, are an 
integral part of American local government and help plan the future of 
communities. Citizen boards bring together community views that 
might not otherwise be heard. They are made up of persons of wide-
ranging expertise and interests who seek to participate in public service 
and the betterment of their localities.

Serving on a local wetlands board is an important responsibility. 
Wetland boards represent the Commonwealth's interest in shoreline 
resources and board issued permits are, in most cases, the official 
Commonwealth permit for actions within tidal wetlands, beaches and 
dunes. In addition, the locality relies upon these boards to make fair 
decisions that will increase a locality’s environmental stewardship. For 
this reason, it is crucial that members of a local wetlands board strictly 
adhere to the purpose and process of the board when making 
decisions.
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Conduct a Hearing
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Hearing Procedures
Permit Applications
Public Hearing
Record of Hearing
Permit Decision
The Permit
Violation Hearings
Closed Meetings
Informal Sessions
Review of Board Decisions



Conduct a Hearing

Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Hearing Procedures
Permit Applications
Public Hearing
Record of Hearing
Permit Decision
The Permit
Violation Hearings
Closed Meetings
Informal Sessions
Review of Board Decisions



Before Hand: Determine Jurisdiction & Application Review 

Decision Tools
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Decision Support &
Technical Assistance

Go Back to 
previous pages



• Living Shorelines Permits
• Resiliency Projects Database (under development)
• Adaptation Story Maps on Adaptva.com

Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Restoration for 
Resilience & Funding

• Wetlands Restoration
• Beach/ Dune Restoration
• Riparian Buffer Restoration



Project Funding & Incentives
• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
• Virginia Conservation Assistance Program
• The Virginia Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
• Local Government Tax incentives
• Total Maximum Daily Load Best Management 

Practices

Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Restoration for 
Resilience & Funding



Compliance
• Investigations and Prosecutions
• Monitoring, Inspections, Compliance and 

Restoration
• Stop work Order
• Restoration Order

• Violations and Penalties
• Injunctions
• Penalties

Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Compliance & Other  
Legal Information
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Compliance & Other  Legal Information

Attorney General Opinions
1984-1985 Annual Report, Pg 448, October 31, 1984

“… I conclude that a local wetlands board should consider the 
impact on wetlands from the total project, including that portion 
of the project resting on subaqueous lands beyond the wetland. 
That decision is subject to review by the Commission…. If the 
wetlands board does not consider the wetlands impact of the total 
project, the Commission must consider, pursuant to [Virginia Code] 
§ 62.1-3, the effect of such a subaqueous project on wetlands, 
when it determines whether or not to grant a permit to use 
subaqueous lands. I am, therefore, of the opinion that a local 
wetlands board is authorized to regulate the length of a structure 
which is constructed through both the intertidal zone and 
channelward of mean low water, subject to superior jurisdiction of 
the Commission to modify or reverse the decision.”



Know Your Resources

These are links to additional Pages:
Frequently Asked Questions
Glossary
Handbook Contacts
Who Do I Ask? 
Shoreline Management Handbook –
PDF version can be printed
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Know Your Resources

Shoreline Management Handbook Website



Shoreline Management Handbook Website

Questions?

Pamela Mason
mason@vims.edu
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