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Virginia’s Tidal Wetlands Act
COV 28.2 Chapter 13 



Therefore, in order to protect the public interest, 
promote public health, safety and the economic 
and general welfare of the Commonwealth, and 
to protect public and private property, wildlife, 
marine fisheries and the natural environment, it is 
declared to be the public policy of the 
Commonwealth to preserve the wetlands and to 
prevent their despoliation and destruction and to 
accommodate necessary economic development 
in a manner consistent with wetlands 
preservation.” 

1972 Policy 



"Living shoreline" means a 
shoreline management 
practice that provides 
erosion control and water 
quality benefits; protects, 
restores or enhances natural 
shoreline habitat; and 
maintains coastal processes 
through the strategic 
placement of plants, stone, 
sand fill, and other 
structural and organic
materials.

Senate Bill 964
Section 28.2-104.1

July 2011



2020 Legislation- Senate Bill 776



To facilitate this effort, staff initially 
contacted the Virginia Institute of 
Marine Science (VIMS) for assistance 
and guidance for the proposed Wetlands 
Guidelines Update. An interdisciplinary 
team of scientists was convened to 
collectively advise Commission staff on 
the matter.

Following that, in fall of 
2020 a series of public 
workshops were held 
concerning the proposed 
update of the Wetlands 
Guidelines. Comments 
from VIMS and the 
workshop participants 
were utilized by staff to 
prepare the initial draft. 



The remaining 30 comments (23%) 

originated from 7 major groups, 

Advisory (VIMS), Non-

governmental organizations 

(NGO’s), Wetlands Boards, 

Consultants, Municipalities, 

Planning District Commission 

(Hampton Roads PDC) and Citizens. 

A total of 130 comments were 

received. Of those, 100 comments 

(77%) came in the form of a mass 

email with identical language 

supporting living shorelines as the 

preferred alternative for shoreline 

stabilization and the 

Commonwealth’s commitment to 

achieve no net loss of tidal wetlands. 

Public Comments



May 2021 Guideline Updates 



Soft-Sediments

Hard Substrates 

Regularly Flooded 

Irregularly Flooded 





Living 
Shoreline 

• Living Shorelines must be the primary approach to shoreline management unless best 
available science proves one is not suitable.

Rock

• Rock revetments are the next preferred alternative if a LS is not suitable based on best 
available science. 

Mixed Media 
Shoreline 

• When a LS is not suitable, living shoreline approaches should be incorporated where 
possible.







1. All impacts within the RPA must also be reviewed 
through the local CBPA process 

2. Project review of wetlands projects shall include 10-
year storm event water levels NOAA or FEMA 



https://cwbi-app.sec.usace.army.mil/rccslc/slcc_calc.html

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/advanceSearch

https://cwbi-app.sec.usace.army.mil/rccslc/slcc_calc.html
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/advanceSearch



