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Mission:
Restore the Elizabeth 
River to the highest 

practical level of 
environmental quality 
through government, 

business and 
community 

partnerships.



River Star Homes 
• Over 6,400 River Star Homes pledged to a 

cleaner Elizabeth River since 2011
• Over 1,400 residential Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) since 2014
• Program and BMP Cost Share supported by:

• City of Norfolk
• City of Chesapeake
• City of Virginia Beach
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
• Virginia Environmental Endowment 

Learn 
More 
Here

https://elizabethriver.org/river-star-homes/


Funding Increase for Living Shorelines & 
Buffers

• Living Shorelines now 
cost shared 50% up to 
$5,000 in Norfolk and 
Chesapeake

• 75% when funded by 
VEE Grant 

• Buffers now cost shared 
50% up to $2,000

Learn 
More 
Here

https://elizabethriver.org/river-star-homes/living-shorelines-shorelinebuffers/


Restoration Season in Full Swing

Hampton 
Roads Show 

Living 
Shorelines

https://www.wavy.com/hr-show/reck-on-the-road/reck-on-the-road-living-shoreline-restoration/




BMP Verification Program
• Since 2020, 85% of living shorelines and buffers 

pass inspection, high satisfaction rates
• Annual reports include site assessments, 

satisfaction surveys, pass & fail data, interesting 
findings 

• Consistent Maintenance is Key, funding 
opportunity 





What’s Coming Next?

• Living Shoreline 
Collaborative participation

• Re-verifications for living 
shorelines and riparian 
buffers 

• New guidance created for 
living shorelines and D.I.Y. 
plantings



Watershed Action Plan
• Watershed Action Plan highlights 

equitable restoration of the 
Elizabeth River as a top priority

• Ensure upward marsh migration 
pathways are prioritized for new living 
shorelines 

• 10 Year Goal: Create or restore 10 acres 
of tidal wetlands, 4 acres oyster 
habitat, 15 acres riparian buffer

Learn 
More 
Here

https://elizabethriver.org/who-we-are/


Louis & Pru Ryan Resilience Lab

• Demo has started, estimated completion 12 months
• Living shoreline planned to adapt to sea level rise
• Observation boardwalk, kayak launch & boat dock

Learn 
More 
Here

https://elizabethriver.org/ryan-resilience-lab/


Contact Us
Barbara Gavin

bgavin@elizabethriver.org
(757)-392-7135

Joe Rieger
Deputy Director, 

Restoration
jrieger@elizabethriver.org

757-399-7487

Join us
Volunteer at a living shoreline 

installation
Tell your clients about our 

funding opportunities
Become a River Star Home

or Business
Donate 

Thank you! 

Learn 
More 
Here

mailto:bgaivn@elizabethriver.org
mailto:jrieger@elizabethriver.org
https://elizabethriver.org/volunteer/
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