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Here Are b Ways Boaters Can Be Green This Summer

By BoatUS$S

All across America boating season has
begun. With some help from the BoatUS
Foundation for Boating Safety and Clean
Water, here are six ways boaters can help
keep waters clean and be good environ-
mental stewards all summer long.

= 1. Cleaning and waxing: When
making your boat sparkle, understand
that some general cleaning soaps may
have harmful
chemicals, so N
consider using l \
alternate cleaning i
methods. You'd !
be surprised,
for example, of
how effective
(and affordable)
having a spray
bottle with the
proper mix of
white vinegar and
water can be as
an all-purpose

pumpout location, call ahead to ensure
it's operating, advise of your boat
length and ask if there are any restric-
tions on getting access to the pump as
it may be in a tight location. The good
news is that many are inexpensive or
free.

= 4, Fuel efficiency: In addition to

having the engine tuned, have you
had last season’s propeller dings fixed?
You'd be surprised what a little time

in a prop shop can
do for a boat’s fuel
economy. Other
places to look to
save gas: Are you
carrying around a
bunch of extra junk
(weight) in lockers?
Are your trim tabs in
good working order?
Balancing the load,
especially in smaller
boats, not only
improves efficiency
but safety as well.

cleaner.

= 2. Waste =~ 5. Fishing:
management: While everyone
A simple thing r N wants to have the
like having a If you refuel your boat at a gas station, be Flggejt cat?l} al?er a
trash bin aboard 3y are that any fuel with more than 10% ong day ot fishing,

can make a differ-  ethanof (E10) is prohibited for use in marine it's important to

ence, especially  engines. Photo credit: BoatUS

in a crowded

Saturday afternoon anchorage. Ensure
it has a lid that can be secured to
prevent trash from blowing over-
board. The presence of a trash can,
and ensuring everyone aboard knows
where it is, will encourage guests to be
good environmental stewards as well.

= 3. Sewage handling: If you have
a head aboard, ensure it’s in good
working condition. Also familiarize
yourself with how to use a pumpout
correctly. Mistakes here can make it
into family lore. Before you go to the

practice selec-

tive harvesting.

This encourages you to keep more
midsized fish and release the biggest
ones as they’'re more likely to repro-
duce next season. Use circle hooks to
minimize damage, and do your best
never to leave fishing line in the water.
Encourage your community’s line
recycling by making a monofilament
fishing line recycling bin and start a
recycling program at your boating and
fishing club, launch ramp or marina.

Continued on next page
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BoatlS App's New ‘Connect to Local Towing Captains’ Feature

Shortens Response Time
By BoatUS$S

When boats break down on the
water, run aground or run out of fuel,
many recreational boaters use the free
BoatUS App to summon TowBoatUS for
routine on-water assistance. The app’s
new Connect feature will automatically
link app users with the closest local
TowBoatUS captain, eliminating the

be asked to answer a few short questions
to confirm the vessel type, the number of
passengers aboard, anchoring status, the
nature of the boat’s disablement, and the
preferred destination.

Within seconds, a text message to
the customer on the disabled boat
will confirm the request was received.
A follow-up text a few minutes later

need to call provides an
to BoatUS estimated
national time of
dispatch and arrival. “The
providing next commu-
better service nication is a
to boaters by call or text
shortening message from
response the local
times from TowBoatUS
the nation’s towing
largest p captain
24-hour, ke advising he
on-water Getting on-water assistance is easy with the BoatUS App, or she is
towing fleet.  now featuring direct connect for faster response times. underway,”

“At Photo Credit: BoatUS added Vata-
BoatUS, we laro.

know what it’s like to have to make a
phone call for on-water assistance when
conditions are not optimal,” said Mike
Vatalaro, BoatUS digital innovation
manager. “We have now eliminated that
need, speeding up the dispatch process
to get you service more quickly.” On
average, more than 70,000 boaters a
year request on-water assistance from
the TowBoatUS fleet. “We are going to
shave thousands of minutes off dispatch
times,” added Vatalaro. “And that’s good
for boaters.”

When a recreational boater requests
on-water assistance by tapping the
BoatUS App’s “Request a Tow” button on
his or her smartphone, the app auto-
matically provides the nearby TowBoatUS
responder with the disabled boat’s
confirmed GPS location. The boater will

The app also offers hurricane alerts,
weather and tides; helps BoatUS
members find discounts on fuel, transient
slips, and marine services; and makes it
easy to file an insurance claim, pay bills,
and update policy information.

BoatUS offers on-water Unlimited
Towing Memberships for freshwater
boaters and anglers for just $85 a year
and $159 for saltwater. In addition to
towing, both offer more than 25 benefits
and services. Boaters without BoatUS
towing services face costs that average
$750 per towing incident, with some
paying into the thousands out of pocket.

BoatUS Towing Services provides
assistance for routine on-water assistance.
In the event of an emergency, boaters
should contact the U.S. Coast Guard or a
local government agency.

Here Are 6 Ways Boaters Can Be Green This Summer, continued from previous page

= 6.Refueling: Check out this short refu-
eling tips video. Never use hands-free
clips, and avoid any distractions while
fueling. Fuel expands as temperatures
rise, so don't top off your tank. Know
how much fuel your tank holds and
fill it to about 90%. Clean up fuel
spills immediately with an oil-only
absorbent pad. The U.S. Coast Guard

must be notified if a spill creates

sheen on the water. Call the Coast
Guard National Response Center at
800-424-8802 to report a spill. If you
are refueling at a gas station, ensure
you do not refuel your marine engine
with E15 (15% ethanol) fuel or greater
blends as this is against the law and
will void your engine’s warranty.
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For additional information
on the Virginia Clean Marina
program please click on the

logo to visit our website.
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SOBA's 33rd Annual Boating Access Educational Symposium:
Overcoming Challenges and Improving Boating Infrastructure

by Libby Yranski, Executive Director
SOBA's Annual Boating Access Educa-
tion Symposium will be here before you
know it and early bird registration is
still available! The Virginia Department
of Health and the Depart-
ment of Game and
Inland Fisheries will
be co-hosting the
2019 event in Ports-
mouth, Virginia. The
conference theme is
“Overcoming Chal-
lenges and Improving
Boating Infrastructure.”
As professionals providing access
to boaters, we face many challenges
from securing locations and agreements
to building in rising seas and changing
weather. | encourage you to come
and share your experiences with your
fellow new and old SOBA colleagues
and friends. Together we can overcome
any challenges that we face, in order to
provide great infrastructure and opportu-

nities to our boating constituents.
Monday will feature the Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Program (WSFR)

training day; Tuesday and Wednesday

will feature the general sessions,
breakout tracks with Engi-
neering, Clean Vessel,
and Boating Infra-
structure; a full
Exhibit Hall with
vendors; awards
program; and the
traditional boating
access site visits along
the Eastern Shore of
Virginia.
When: September 9 — 12, 2019
Where: The Renaissance Portsmouth-
Norfolk Waterfront Hotel in Portsmouth.
Room rate is $94 plus taxes. To make
your reservations today, please click here.
Registration: Early bird registration
ends July 31, so register now at http://
www.sobaus.org/conference/confer-
encel4.html.

Help Your Local Boating Community Be Safe and Clean with a

BoatllS Foundation Grant

By BoatU$
Would you like to help boaters be safe
and keep waters clean in your local area?
Begun over 25 years ago and one of
the longest-running boating community
grant programs, the BoatUS Founda-
tion for Boating Safety and Clean Water
Grassroots Grant program provides local
groups up to $10,000 to help educate
boaters on safe and clean boating topics.
A 365-day rolling grant application
process allows applicants to apply at any
time throughout the year, speeding the
review process and allowing flexibility in
funding projects.
To get started, all a local group
has to do is submit a short letter of
intent explaining its idea. If the idea
is strong and meets Grassroots Grant
program guidelines, the BoatUS
Foundation will ask for a full proposal.
Past projects have ranged from public
service announcements on the effects
of boating under the influence and
installing fishing line recycling bins to
hands-on education about the effects
of marine debris and even a distinc-
tive airborne blimp adorned with
boating safety messages.

“Our goal is to facilitate behavioral
changes in the boating community,” said
BoatUS Foundation Director of Outreach
Alanna Keating. “We are always looking
for unique ideas that reach local boaters,
either through technology or in other
ways that can be measured in terms of
success.”

Since 1989, the Foundation has
awarded more than $1.3 million to
organizations that have developed
creative projects to promote safe and
clean boating on their local waterways.
For more information or to apply, go to
BoatUS.org/Grants.

A Grassroots grant helped these youngsters
understand marine debris in their own commu-
nity. Photo credit: BoatUS
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